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in the Welsh poems, which probably contain real trea-
sures. 'T is a pity some sober-minded man will not take
the trouble to sift the wheat from the chaff, and giye us
a good account of their MSS. and traditions. Pray,
what is become of the Mabinogion? It is a proverb,
that children and fools talk truth, and I am mistaken if
even, the same valuable quality may not sometimes be
extracted out of the tales made to entertain both. I
presume, while we talk of childish and foolish tales, that
the Lay is already with you, although, in these points,
Long-manum est errare. Pray inquire for your copy."

In the first week of January, 1805, the Lay was pub-
lished; and its success at once decided that literature
should form the main business of Scott's life.

In his modest Introduction of 1830, he had himself
told us all that he thought the world would ever desire
to know of the origin and progress of this his first great
original production. The present Memoir, however, has
already included many minor particulars, for which I
believe no student of literature will reproach the com-
piler. I shall not mock the reader with many words as
to tlie merits of a poem which has now kept its place for
nearly a third of a century; but one or two additional
remarks on the history of the composition may be par-
doned.

It is curious to trace the small beginnings and gradual
development of his design. The lovely Countess of Dal-
keith hears a wild rude legend of Border diablerie, and
sportively asks him to make it the subject of a ballad.
He liad been already laboring in the elucidation of the
"quaint Inglis" ascribed to an ancient seer and bard of
the same district, and perhaps completed his own sequel,
intending the whole to be included in the third volume
of the Minstrelsy. He assents to Lady Dalkeith's re-
quest, and casts about for some new variety of diction
and rhyme, which might be adopted without impropriety
in a closing strain for the same collection. Sir Johnmitation of the style and
